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In	2015	alone,	the	net	total	impact	of	community	colleges	on	the	U.S.	economy	
was	$809	billion	in	added	income,	equal	to	5.4	percent	of	GDP.		

Over	time,	the	U.S.	economy	will	see	even	greater	economic	benefits,	including	
$285.7	billion	dollars	in	increased	tax	revenue	as	students	earn	higher	wages	and	
$19.2	billion	in	taxpayer	savings	as	students	require	fewer	safety	net	services,	
experience	better	health,	and	lower	rates	of	crime.	

Students	also	see	a	significant	economic	benefit.	For	every	one	dollar	a	student	
spends	on	his	or	her	community	college	education,	he	or	she	sees	an	ROI	of	$3.80.	
Many	have	said	that	Community	Colleges	are	the	drivers	of	the	return	of	a	robust	
economy.			

With	this	being	said,	Cisco	College	is	not	insulated	from	the	fluctuations	in	our	
economy.		For	example,	our	college	enrollment	peaked	during	the	2009-2010	
downturn	in	the	economy.		The	unemployment	rate	was	up	and	more	people	
were	enrolling	to	retool	and	prepare	themselves	for	better	jobs.	While	at	the	
same	time	enrollment	peaked,	the	state	budget	was	slashed	creating	the	perfect	
storm	of	serving	more	students	with	less	in	which	to	operate	essential	services.				

Although	we’ve	been	able	to	weather	the	storm	from	the	recession,	our	economy	
slowest	growth	rate	that	some	are	still	questioning	whether	or	not	we’ve	actually	
crawled	out	of	the	recession	period.		In	this	economy,	higher	education’s	
workhorse	institutions	are	finally	getting	the	recognition	they	deserve.		These	are	
interesting	times	that	call	for	strong	leadership.			

We’re	blessed	to	have	Cisco	College	in	our	community	and	our	future	is	bright.			

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	

Business	Leaders		

• Law	of	Technology	-	Any	technical	problem	can	be	overcome	given	enough	
time	and	money.	

• Corollary	-	You	are	never	given	enough	time	or	money	
• Kauffman's	Paradox	of	the	Corporation	-	The	less	important	you	are	to	the	


